asked why the Harijans should be asked to give up
liquor while the soldiers and the rich continued to
Indulge in it. GandhijTs reply was that the question
was unnecessary. If the rich would waste money on
drink, that was no reason for the poor to do likewise.
There was no reason why anyone should copy the
evil habits of others. So far as he was concerned., he
was of the opinion that the upper classes had less reason
to drink than the lower. The latter tried to drown their
poverty and misery in drink. For the former there was
no such excuse. It might be said that the soldiers could
not do without drink, Gandhiji did not agree with
that. He knew of soldiers, both Indians and English-
men, who did not touch liquor. The prohibition laws
would make no distinction between the rich and the
poor, the Harijans and the others. But they should
not wait for the prohibition laws to be passed before
giving up the evil habit. Drink wrought more havoc
amongst the Harijans and the labour class than any
other class of society. Hence his special appeal to the
Harijans to give it up.
WHY NOT SATYAGRAHA ?
Another friend had asked him why he did not go
to Pakistan. He said that he had already told them
that he could not do so till things were perfectly all
.right in the Indian Union. As to another question
Gandhiji said that it was in their hands to enable him
to go to Pakistan. He would want to go there when Delhi
showed a clean slate. The same friend had also con-
tended that if satyagraha was a potent remedy for all
ills, why it should not be tried in Pakistan. Gandhiji
agreed that if the Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan could
resort to satyagraha^ it would prove efficacious for all
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